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TO AMEMBASSY ACCRA 

UNCLAS STATE 145701 

FOR RCO 


Message Text 


FOLLOWING TELEGRAM FROM BISSAU DATED JUNE 7, 1978 SENT 
SECSTATE WASHDC INFO ABIDJAN, DAKAR, LISBON, PRAIA IS RE- 
PEATED TO YOU: QUOTE 

UNCLAS BISSAU 0665 


E.O. 11652: NXA 

TAGS: PGOV, OTRA, CGEN, PU 

SUBJECT: AIRPORT VISAS FOR GUINEA-BISSAU 


DEPT ALSO FOR AIDAC 


1 . EMBASSY WAS INFORMED JUNE 5 BY COMMISSARIAT OF 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS THAT DUE TO EXCESSIVE REQUESTS FOR 
ISSUANCE OF AIRPORT VISAS GOGB, HENCEFORTH, WILL NO 
LONGER ISSUE VISAS UPON ARRIVAL. 


2. CFA OFFICIAL WAS CANDID STATING THAT REQUESTS, 
PRIMARILY FROM THIS EMBASSY, WERE BURDEN TO SMALL 
STAFF AND TAXED BUREAUCRATIC RELATIONS BETWEEN CFA 
AND POLICE. EMBASSY HAS OFTEN ASKED THAT TRAVELERS 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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OBTAIN VISAS PRIOR TO ARRIVING IN BISSAU BUT TO NO 
AVAIL. MAJORITY OF OFFICIAL USG VISITORS HAVE BEEN 
ARRIVING WITHOUT VISAS. 


3. REQUEST THAT DEPARTMENT AND INFO ADDRESSEES 
INSURE THAT TRAVELERS TO BISSAU OBTAIN 
VISAS PRIOR TO ARRIVAL.QTRAVELERS ARRIVING 
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WITHOUT VISAS WILL BE TURNED BACK OR NOT ALLOWED 
TO LEAVE THE AIRPORT. A NIGHT OR LONGER IN THE 
BISSAU AIRPORT IS A FATE THAT SHOULD BE AVOIDED 
AT ALL COSTS. 

4. GOGB CFA HAS BEEN REQUESTED TO CONTACT GUINEA- 
BISSAU AMBASSADOR FERNANDEA IN NEW YORK, EXPLAIN 
PROBLEM, AND SOLICIT HIS ASSISTANCE IN EXPEDITINGOG 
OFFICIAL AND DIPLOMATIC VISA APPLICATIONS. 

5. FOR ALL POSTS INFORMATION: GUINEA-BISSAU 
EMBASSY IN DAKAR HAS, HERETOFORE, BEEN VERY FORTH- 
COMING WITH ALL OFFICIAL APPLICATIONS. TWENTY-FOUR 
HOURS IS NORMALLY SUFFICIENT TIME TO OBTAIN MULTIPLE 
ENTRY VISAS VALID FOR THREE MONTHS AND UP 

TO ONE YEAR. OFFICIAL VISITORS SHOULD APPLY 
THROUGH EMBASSY DAKAR'S CONSULAR SECTION.MARKS 
UNQUOTE VANCE 
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